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he rule of Osha or Santeria, createg by the slaves BeloEl
9ing to the Yoruba culture, is based on the belief and wor-
ship of a group of Orishas or saints who pecome beinge!
Who represent and symbolize NOt only the forces of nature
but also rituals, activities, passions and feelings of human
beings.

OLOFIN is the name that the god of the religion received.
Olofin is the one who is in indirect contact with men throu-
gh the Orishas, it is he who directs and supervises their la-
bors. Nothing can be achieved without his mediation: lives
retired and rarely comes to the world as energy.

Olofin is the one who gave the ashé to each Orisha (their
relation with the energies of nature) and has the secrets of
Creation.

SN -~ ORULA is the Orisha of di-
AN . vination, the supreme oracle
- and protector of humanity.
- He reveals the future throu-
gh the secret of Ifa.
- Orularepresents the wisdom,
the intelligence and the tru-
th. Orula is the witness of the
~ creation of the universe Tha-
' t’s why he knows the fate of
everything that exists. :
. One can enter their worship
through the “hand of Orula”
~ (Awo Fa Ka) for men and lko
t  fa Fun, for women, who are
. considered women of Oru-
i |3 and receive the name of




o e 3 N
% ok

L =t

RTINS moc: ki SR L 7
in receive. In the case of me urocration a woman
~ can become priests, in which case thej SO decides, they
- lawo. are calleq Baba-
: : a
He is the Orisha rector and mte.rprete,. of the ¥
oracle of Ifé. It does not settle in the hegq angdu_n of the
municates through its oracle, on|

il ? Ny com-~4
He enjoys the priviiege of knowing the beginn;
gin of all things, including Oshas and Orishas. 'N9 and o
He allows man to know their future ang influence hjm

Its colors are green and yellow and in syncretism K
pared to St. Francis of Assis, (October 4th). M NSiS come

THE ORISHA WARRIORS are the first defenses to recaej
any initiate in the Yoruba religion. These can only be d;-ﬁ_
vered by the priests of the highest hierarchy, denominateq
Babalawos. There are 4 Orishas warriors:

* ELEGUA is the first protection,
since it is he who opens the ways
to continue in religion. The uni-
nitiated or aleyos must receive
it as first. He becomes a fearso-
me warrior when it joins Oggun
and Oshosi, becoming unsto-
ppable. In nature, it is symboli-
zed by rocks. He is considered
the fundamental messenger of
Olofin (God).

He lives behind doors protec-
ting the house. Before doing
anything you must count ©ON
him. His number is 3 and his €O~
lor black and red. In syncréetism
he is compared with “St. Child of
Atocha” and his day is the 13th
of June.
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s 0GGUN is the orisha that re-
presents the strength and the
work. In nature it is symbolized
by iron, metals. He is the regent

of the blacksmiths, the wars. His
name in Yoruba language mean

war.

His power object is the mache-
te, his number is 37 and his cqlor

green, and black. In syncretlsrp
he is compared with “St. Pedro”.

e« OSHOSI is the orisha hunter
par excellence. It is related to
jail, justice and persecution.

He is considered a magician and
a sorcerer. His name in Yoruba
means “The one who works with
witchcraft”. Oshosi is the owner
of the hunt. His objects of power
are the bow, the arrow and the
cage, and its colors the blue and
yvellow. It is syncretized with “St.
Norberto”. And his number is 27
Oggun and Ochosi, live together
in @ metal cauldron.

e OSUN acts as a messenger for
Obbatala and Olofin. Orula relies
on him to gain the powers of divi-
nation. It is he who watches over
the heads of the believers. Osun
is received when the Warriors
(Eleggud, Oggun and Ochosi) are
delivered. It represents life itself.
He lives in heights and if it falls,
it announces bad things to come,
even death. His Cathoic saint is
“ggint John Baptist”
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shaper of ¢
n body, chie
oughts and hu-

“MIly union. y
In nature he is symbolized by the
Mountains. He is the one who in-
tercedes before any Orisha for
any individual before all difficul-
ties in life. When you cannot de-
fine ang you do not kKnow who is
the Guardian Angel of an indivi-
dual, Obbatala is the Osha that
IS consecrated to him. Obbata-
la embraces all his children with
Patience and love. Amongst his
Many qualities he is the one who
brings intelligence, peace and
calm to the world. He's syncre-
tized with “Mercedes Virgin”.

* YEMAYA represents the uterus
in any species as a source of life
and motherhood. In Nnature she’s

symbolized by the waves of the
S€4, SO her dance resembles the
hem

Wa1‘:ers and the
fﬁ:i i?]ur;es of all life. It is said
the bab% Is.th-e Protector of all
Iy, bece;es INSide 3 woman’s be-
' o2 We swim like fishes
Dared * N syncretism shée
| With the “Virgen de

Qr i 3
Its color isrbls 7 and jts multipless
Ue and its shades:



y of feelin

she protects pregnant women;
she’s represented as a beautiful,
Joyful and happy woman who is
always laughing but at the same
time she is severe and repre-
Sents religious rigor and impla-

Cable punishment.

She is also related with jewelry

and money.

Oshun is the goddess of the river

With the same name in Nigeria.In |

Syncretism it is compared to the
“Virgin of Charity of Copper”,
patroness of Cuba. Her number
Is 5 and its multiples. Her color
is yellow in all its shades.
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'epresents the inten-

s 9s, spirituality, sen-
~ suality, delicateness &
femininity_ , love ang

« SHANGO is one of the most
popular Orishas of his pantheon.
Orisha of dance, manly strength,
thunder, lightning and fire, ow-
ner of the drums, of dance and
music.

Represents the need and the
joy of living, the intensity of life,
masculine beauty, passion, inte-
lligence and riches.

Shango represents and has a
special relationship with the spi-
rits world. e

Shango in syncretism IS compa-
redto “St Barbara”, which has its
feast on December 4, according
to the Catholic calendar saints.
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-« BABALU AYE is the Orisha of
leprosy, smallpoX, venerea| di-
seases and in general of pests
and misery. He is well known and
revered. It represents the affec-
tions of the skin, the Contagious
diseases, especially the venereal
ones and the epidemics in the
human being. In the natyre of
day is hidden between the vy,
the coral and the cundeamor to
protect from the sun. It goes out
at night. Is an Orisha highly res-
pected and even feared in Nige-
ria. His number is 17 and Its mul-
tiples. Its color is purple bishop.
In syncretism he js compared to
St. Lazarus (December 7).

8+ OYA propitiates storms, strong:
B winds and sparks. She symbo-
lizes the violent and impetuous
character. She lives in the doot
of the cemeterjes and reprée
sents the trade and the world of
the SPirits.

In Nature she s called with the
sound of the flamboyant sheatl
It rePresents the |ack of memol

and the fee“n in tf
wom o g of sorrow _,’}9
cloths cay, s flag, sas @?I

Y @ combination
colors ex _
Orisha ofept black. It is als



"« AGGAYU SOLA is the Orisha
t represents volcanoes, the
“magma, the interior of the earth.
He also represents the immense
forces and energies of nature,
‘the force of an earthquake, tho-
se of a sea, the lava of volcanoes
circulating intensely in the sub-
soil ascending to the surface.
He is the bastion of the Osha and
particularly of Oshun. He lives in
the stream of the river.
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e OLOKUN is the Orisha of the
depths of the ocean. it provides
health, prosperity and material
evolution. It represents the se-
crets of the seabed, since no-
body knows what there is in the
bottom of the sea, only Olokun
and Olofin. It also presents the
richness of the seabed and heal-
th. Sometimes it is represented
half man, half fish, although this
IS indefinite.







